In the MASCOT project, the Trieste Astronomical Observatory (OAT) has agreed to undertake the following tasks:
(1) project coordination, management and administration, (2) gathering of requirements, design and participation in the implementation of the WWW interface, (3) participation in the testing of the system. For the development of the core tasks committed to, the basic methodologies to be used by the OAT staff will be applications running on top of Database Management Systems (DBMS) and World-Wide Web (WWW) applications, basically written in HTML and Java. If relevant, also Artificial Neural Networks (ANN) techniques may be used.
Up to now, the only coordination work performed for the MASCOT project was our participation in the definition of the project itself. As for the development work, nothing specific to the project has actually been implemented. However, a lot of experience has been obtained which will be used for the purposes of MASCOT.
The initial experience by OAT was obtained on WWW access to databases and archive data back to 1994 (Pasian L· Smareglia 1994) , when an HTML-based interface was written for access to an archive of digitized objective-prism plates and the related extracted spectra.
The work performed between 1995 and 1999 for the design and implementation of the archives at the Italian TNG telescope (Pasian 1996 , Smareglia et al. 2000 , Vuerli et al. 2000 , relevant to MASCOT, includes: WWW access to a database managed by the Allbase DBMS, the implementation of the TNG technical and transit archives and the newlydesigned porting to the Oracle DBMS.
Recently, a WWW user interface to simulated time-ordered data in the framework of the Planck project has been implemented: access to FITS files is currently granted, while storage of the observed data in the Objectivity DBMS is being designed.
Experience with neural networks refers to detection and classification of medium-dispersion objective-prism spectra on Schmidt plates .
The OAT team is willing to continue collaboration in the MASCOT project. Access to a super-national source of funding is deemed to be important. The 1999 the request to INTAS was not successful: if a new request will be submitted, some important changes would be useful to increase the probability of success. A possible suggestion from this point of view is to insist on the fact that the MASCOT project can provide an important service for the scientific community, and to make specific reference to the successful 1995-96 proposal on the set-up of an astronomical network for FSU institutions.
